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Spanish Translation follows the English version

Isaiah 40:6-22

“A voice says, ‘Cry out.” And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’

All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. The grass
withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people
are grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever-...

He tends his flock like a shepherd: he gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his
heart; he gently leads those that have young.

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his hand marked
off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on the
scales and the hills in a balance? ...Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket, they are
regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust.

Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires, nor its animals enough for burnt offerings. Before him
all the nations are as nothing, they are regarded by him as worthless and less than nothing. With
whom, then, will you compare God? To what image will you liken him? As for an idol, a
metalworker casts it; and a goldsmith overlays it with gold and fashions silver chains for it. A
person too poor to present such an offering selects wood that will not rot, they look for a skilled
worker to set up an idol that will not topple.

Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you
not understood since the earth was founded? He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and
its people are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them
out like a tent to live in.”

In order to understand this passage well, you must know a little about the historical context.
Isaiah wrote this during a time of great struggle for the Jewish people. They had been in a
covenant with God, and they had broken their part of the covenant. As a legal binding between
God and His people, they were to live by His teachings, worshipping only Him, and He was to
protect them, giving them the land of Israel. Even though God had taken care of them, keeping
His side of the covenant, the Jewish people abandoned His teachings. They were influenced by
the surrounding cultures of pagan idolatry, and the consequences of their disobedience were
serious; God allowed the Babylonians to conquer and rule over them, taking them into captivity.

Some pending question to those in captivity (who couldn’t even perform temple services even if
they wanted to) might have been: “Is this the end of it? Can we no longer be God’s people? Will
He always be turned against us?”

We see God’s great kindness in verse 6. He says that all people are like grass that withers. Even
though they failed to be faithful, He never will. Even though they became captives through their
sin against Him, He would still hold true to His word. Following this, Isaiah then expresses



God’s nearness and vastness. God is like a Shepherd, He is relatable, and He holds His followers
close to His heart. Simultaneously He is great. He considers the nations like a drop in a bucket.
No one is like Him. In this, God then addresses the people’s idolatry. They had been settling for
gods that cannot even begin to compare with Him. They had been settling for small gods, made
by their own hands. They had been bringing sacrifices and offerings to gods that were not alive
or all-powerful, but rather mute and powerless. Even if they tried, the people of God could not
come up with a sacrifice that would suffice as an acceptable offering. He is too great and
magnificent of a God. They could never measure up by their works.

You see, relationships are messy. You can sacrifice to an idol. You can follow the rules of an
idol, checking off your “to do” list of religion and abstaining from the “don’t do” list. But a
relationship with a living God is not as simple as sacrifice and behavior; matters of the heart are
much deeper, much more complex. But listen! God wants your heart, not your offerings. He
wants your heart, not your sacrifice, not your behavior management. Just as God had showed the
Jewish people, no matter how much you have messed up, He still wants you; He will still call
you back to Him.

Even so, just as with the Jews in captivity, know that there is no acceptable sacrifice that you can
give. It truly is impossible, and only God Himself can make up for your unfaithfulness and your
weakness. But good news! He has already done it through Jesus Christ, the perfect sacrifice, the
Lamb of God. His love for you is greater than your sin.

1. Are there things in your life that you are letting take precedence before God? In other
words, is there anything that you have chosen instead of Him? Any idols that need to be
torn down?

2. Are you trying to make for yourself an acceptable sacrifice to pay God (or an idol)? Are
you trying to work for your salvation? Trying to earn it? Or have you given up, because
the task is too great, too impossible?

3. Think about society around you and how it may be influencing you. Write down any
idols or areas of weakness in your life that you want to conquer.

4. Look for a friend that you can trust in order to share openly with each other about
weakness, temptation, and bad influences in your lives. Keep each other accountable and
pray for each other, that you might live in faithfulness to your God, not falling into the
mess of captivity to your surroundings like the Jews of that time did.

Spanish Translation:
Isaias 40:6-22

«Una voz dice: --Proclama.-- --¢Y qué voy a proclamar?--, respondo yo.

--Que todo mortal es como la hierba,y toda su gloria [su fidelidad] como la flor del campo.La
hierba se seca y la flor se marchita,porque el aliento del Sefior sopla sobre ellas.Sin duda, el
pueblo es hierba.La hierba se seca y la flor se marchita,pero la palabra de nuestro
Diospermanece para siempre.--



Como un pastor que cuida su rebafio,recoge los corderos en sus brazos;los lleva junto a su
pecho,y guia con cuidado a las recién paridas.

¢ Quién ha medido las aguas con la palma de su mano,y abarcado entre sus dedos la extension
de los cielos?¢Quién metid en una medida el polvo de la tierra?¢;Quién pesd en una balanza las
montafias y los cerros? ...A los ojos de Dios, las naciones soncomo una gota de agua en un
balde,como una brizna de polvo en una balanza.El Sefior pesa las islascomo si fueran polvo fino.

El Libano no alcanza para el fuego de su altar,ni todos sus animales para los holocaustos.
Todas las naciones no son nada en su presencia;no tienen para €l valor alguno.¢Con quién
compararan a Dios?¢Con qué imagen lo representaran?Al idolo un escultor lo funde;un joyero
lo enchapa en oroy le labra cadenas de plata.EIl que es muy pobre para ofrendarescoge madera
que no se pudra,y busca un habil artesanopara erigir un idolo que no se caiga.

¢Acaso no lo sabian ustedes?;No se habian enterado?¢No se les dijo desde el principio?¢No lo
entendieron desde la fundacion del mundo?El reina sobre la boveda de la tierra,cuyos
habitantes son como langostas.E|l extiende los cielos como un toldo,y los despliega como carpa
para ser habitada.»

Para entender este pasaje bien, es necesario que sepas un poco sobre el contexto historico. Isaias
lo escribio durante un tiempo de gran lucha para el pueblo judio. Ellos habian estado en pacto
con Dios, y habian roto su parte del pacto. Como un acuerdo juridico entre Dios y su pueblo,
ellos deberian vivir por sus ensefianzas, alabandole solo a El, y Eldeberia protegerlos, dandoles
la tierra de Israel. Aunque Dios habia cuidado de ellos, y cumplio Su parte del pacto, el pueblo
judio abandond sus ensefianzas. Se dejaron influenciar por las culturas que le rodeaban de
idolatria pagana, y las consecuencias de su desobediencia fuerongraves; Dios permitio que los
babilonios los conquistaran y gobernaran sobre ellos, tomandolos en cautividad.

Algunas preguntas pendientes en las mentes de los que estaban en cautividad (quienes no podian
hacer los servicios del temple incluso si hubieran querido) podrian ser: «¢Es esto el final? ;No
seremos mas el pueblo de Dios? ¢Estara El contra nosotrospara siempre?»

Vemos la gran bondad de Dios en versiculo 6. El dice que todas las personas son como hierba
que se marchitan. Aunque ellos fallaron en ser fieles, El nunca fallara. Aunque ellos se
convirtieron en cautivos por su pecado contra Dios, El todavia cumplira su palabra. Entonces,
Isaias expresa la proximidad y la imensidad de Dios. El es como un pastor, se puede relacionar
con El, y El sostiene cerca a su corazon los que lo siguen. Simultaneamente, El es grande. En sus
ojos, las naciénes son como una gota de agua en un balde. No hay nadie como EI. Entonces, Dios
se dirigio a ellos sobre la idolatria.Ellos se habian estado conformando con dioses que no se
comparaban nada a E|. Ellos se habian estado conformando con dioses pequefios, hechos por sus
propias manos. Ellos habian estado ofreciendo sacrificios a dioses que no estaban vivos y los que
no eran todopoderosos, sino que eran mudos e impotentes. Aunque hubieran querido, el pueblo
de Dios no habria podidoofrecer un sacrificio lo suficiente aceptable. El es demasiado grande y
magnifico para eso. Ellos no hubieran podido ascender simplemente por sus obras.

Sabes, las relaciones son complicadas. Se le puede sacrificar a unidolo. Se pueden seguir las
reglas del idolo, tachando la tarea de la religion, pero una relacion con un Dios vivo no es tan
simple como un sacrificio y comportamiento; asuntos del corazén son tan profundos, mucho mas
complejo. jPero escucha! Dios quiere tu corazon, no tus ofrendas. El quiere tu corazdn, no tus



sacrificios, no tus maneras de comportamiento. Asi como Dios le demostro al pueblo judio, no
importa cuanto te has equivocado, todavia te quiere; Elva a llamarte paraque vuelvas aEl.

Aun asi, tal como fue con los judios en cautividad, no hay sacrificio aceptable que puedas
entregarle. Verdaderamente, es imposible, y solo Dios mismo puede compensar tu infidelidad y
tus defectos. jPero hay buenas noticias! El ya lo ha hecho a través de Jesucristo, el sacrificio
perfecto, el Cordero de Dios. Su amor para ti es mas grande que tu pecado.

1 Hay cosas en tu vida que ha llegado a tener prioridad sobre Dios? En otras palabras, ¢hay algo
que has elegido en lugar de EI? ¢Hay algun idolo que necesita ser derribado?

2¢Estas tratando de hacer un sacrificio aceptable para pagarle a Dios (0 un idolo)? ¢Estas
tratando de trabajar por tu salvacion? ¢ Tratando de merecerla? ;O te has dado por vencido,
porque la tarea es demasiada grande, demasiada imposible?

3 Piensa en la sociedad a tu alrededor ti, y piensa en qué podria estar influyéndote. Escriba
qualquier idolos o areas de defectos en tu vida que quieras conquistar.

4 Busca un amigo en que puedas confiar para compartir abiertamente uno con el otro de los
defectos, las tentaciones, y las influencias malas en sus vidas. Mantengan cuentas uno con el
otro, y oren uno para el otro, que vivan en fidelidad a su Dios, sin tropezar en el lio de cautividad
como hicieron los judios en ese tiempo.



